












Vulnerable Marine Ecosystem Evidence Process (Version 1.0 - Feb 08)

1. Trip, tow, and vessel information

Name of vessel master

2. Date, time, and position that hauling of the gear commenced

3. Instructions

4. Relevant taxonomic groups, weights, and scores

5. Vessel notification
    As soon as the form is completed for any tow provide a copy to the person in charge of the vessel.
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Assess the total weights of all organisms whether dead or alive in each of the relevant taxonomic groups and record in Section 4.

If the Observed Weight of a taxonomic group is greater than (not equal to) the Threshold Weight, write the VME Indicator Score
for that group in the “Score” Column.

If a taxonomic group is present, but the Observed Weight is not greater than the Threshold Weight, tick in the “Tick” column.

Sum the scores and count the ticks.  Record these totals at the bottom of the columns.  Add the Sum of scores to the Count of
ticks and record it as the Total VME Indicator Score.

If the Total VME Indicator Score is 3 or greater, the area is considered to have Evidence of a Vulnerable Marine Ecosystem.
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Crinoidea (class) CRI

Brisingida (order) BRG

Anthozoa (class)
Actiniaria (order) ATR

Scleractinia (order) SIA

Antipatharia (order) COB

Alcyonacea (order) SOC

Gorgonacea  (order) GOC

Pennatulacea (order) PTU

Unidentified Coral COU

Hydrozoa (class) HDR
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 Received by person in charge (signature)Name (if not vessel master)

Total VME Indicator Score

Score if
Threshold

Weight
exceeded

Tick if not
scored but

present

Sum of scores + count of ticks
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