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E U R O P E A N  C C M M I S S I O N
D I R E C T O R A T E - G E N E R A L  F O R  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  M A R I T I M E  A F F A I R S

Ex te rna l  Po l i cy  and  marke ts
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  r e c i o n a l  a r r a n o e m e n t s

Subject: 3' 'd  h4cet ing I 'or  t i : r  establ ishment
Cornments to  thc l " ' l  Draf t  text

We note that yor-rr iatest Draft have taken on board
Paper, which \vas presented at tir- t.d International
views expressed dur ing this nre et in l .

Brusseis ,  I7 .04.2007
FISH/B-2 AJ/ms D(2007\ 4l7l

Mr Bill Mansfield
Chair
South Pacific Regional Fisheries
Management Organisation

of a RFMO for the South Pacific -

a number of ideas contained in the EC non-
Meeting in Hobart. as well as certain of the

Dear Chair,

I would like first1), to thank r-ou fol the 2"d Draft Agreement u,hich you distributed on 10 March last
in view of the 3'o International Mccting in Chile on 30 ApLil-4 May 2001 on the establishment of a
Regional Fisheries Management C)r'ganisation for the South Pacific.

The European Communitl' has cramined this latest document and we iook forward to the
discussions in Chile u,'here \ /e are iropeful that an agreement on the Conrrention/Agreement and on
appropriate Interirn lr4easures u4rich rvould appiy until the Convention/Agreement enters into force,
will be reached.

Not surprisingil., u'ith such a Cori.,'ention text. \ 'e are of the view that further discussions will be
necessary to addless. intcr"a/ ia^ thc lo l lou' ing issues:

Convention/Aqreement anci S econdarv Ieqislat ion:

We believe it is important to enslu-e a good fiameu'ork in the new Convention/Agreement which
allows for an efficient and flexible RFMO. Therefore. we believe that we should not include
conservation and managelxent measures in the Convention and should avoid too much detail (your
suggested Articles 1l-21). These type of provisions must have sufficient flexibilify to adapt to
changing situations and their inclusion in a text u'hich requires ratification by all parties for later
modifications, makes it an inflexible instrument. Conservation and managernent measures are best
dealt with thror-rsh the adoption of annual or multi annual measures. as in other RFMOs.
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Balance betrve en the interesls of different Parties:

It will be necessary to ensure a balance between the interests of Coastal States and Fishing States, in

line with relevant international lcgislation (UNFSA) u,ith regard to tire your formulations, in

particular, of "Princip1es", "Sr-r1-.sidialy bodies" and "Compatibility of conservation and

management measul'es " .

o Decision making procedurc:

We believe that furtirer discussions are necessary to reach an agreement on an efficient and

transparent decision making proceclure. The current proposal is unduly complicated. We believe that

a decision making s1'stem based on obtaining consensus u'heret er possible, and with a fall back for

majority voting (thrcc-quarlers oL 'iuzo thirds) allied to an objection procedure which is carefully

ring-fenced,'uvould be more effectivc.

.  Subsidian'  bodies:

We are not opposed to the creation of sr-rbsidia{'bodies on stock management in MMOs, but we

would question whether \4/e neccl to compiicate the management structure for this RFMO or

Agreement, u,hich is going to be clcaling u'ith a handful of stocks according to current indications.

Should subsicliar), bodies be established, their roles and situation compared to the Commission

needs to be clearh, ciefined ar-rd thcse bodies r-r-rr-rst be open to all u,hicl"r u'ish to participate, on an

equal basis.

. Duties:

Further discussiols scelll necessarlr ooncerning to the measures concerning the rights and duties of

Contracting par-f,, Jilag State, Port State, Fishing Entities and non-Contracting Parties and Market

States as well as u,ith reqard to Obson,ation, inspection, Compliance and Enforcement.

Section on "I)ehnit ions" ancl fol lou' irrg art icles:

Additional deirnitions u,ill be l"leccssar)' to cover "Fishing Entitv, Natioiials, Marine Bioiogical

diversity, Liyilg Jr,4arinc resolrrce s. Contractirrg Parh.". and sotne of the cristing definitions need

further clari f icat iot ls (f isherl '  resol l lces. f ishine and f ishing \/essel) '

Finally, we u,ou1c1 apprcciate a grcaier transpalenc)/ on the u'eb site q'ith regard to reports on vessels

and catches. \\ze iravc not found this information on the site and would like all concerned parties to

share information otr thcir fisherie :;

We look foru,eir d to u,orking u,itir I'ou and the other Delegations at our upcoming meeting, which

we hope will be vcr\/ slrccessft-ll

I  would be obl iscd i f  . , ,s1, r,r ,ould circi t latc this letter to the Patt ies as soon eis possible.

Yours sinccrelr'^

"si.gned"

.Tohn SPENCEIT
Head of trC Delegation

to RFMOs


