Revised U.S. Discussion Paper 

Treatment of “Fishing Research Vessels”

In some discussions of draft interim measures and a draft agreement, the term “fishing” and “fishing vessel” have been construed to include harvesting for scientific purposes and fisheries research vessels, respectively.  
The United States is concerned about this approach since we believe there are significant differences in the objectives and operations of commercial fishing vessels and fisheries research vessels on the high seas.  We would not want any cooperative arrangements in the South Pacific routinely to control or regulate scientific research on the high seas inconsistent with U.S. domestic fisheries law (16 U.S.C. 1802 (15)) or applicable international law.   Where there is a need to consider regulating such activity on the high seas, the purposes for regulating scientific research would be far different than the purposes for regulating fishing vessels.  If there is interest in developing rules to govern research fishing -- exploratory or test fishing -- in the manner that CCAMLR does, this should be done as a special category quite separate from commercial or recreational fishing activity, and the United States would be interested in participating in such a discussion.

The United States believes that scientific research activities in the SPRFMO Area should be dealt with separately and apart from fishing activities in both the draft interim measures and draft Agreement texts, according to the following principles:

1. Any Party
 intending to conduct scientific research activities in the Area , including any that would involve a fisheries research vessel(s), but excepting research on highly migratory species, must develop and circulate to all Parties  a research plan at least 90 days prior to the commencement of the activities.

2. Such research plans should include the objectives of the research, the type of vessels expected to undertake the research, detailed information on their operations, and identification of the types of samples to be taken and what disposition there would be of any catch.

3. A research plan shall be subjected to review and comment by the [Interim Scientific Working Group] [Scientific Committee].  Any comments by the [Interim Scientific Working Group][Scientific Committee] or a Party shall be forwarded to the sponsor(s) of the research plan no later than 45 days after circulation of the research plan.  The sponsor(s) of the research plan shall be encouraged to take into account the results of the review and any comments received.

4. The Party (ies) that conduct scientific research activities in the Area  shall report within 90 days   to the [Interim Scientific Working Group ][Scientific Committee], information on the number and types of operations and activities conducted under the research plan and within one year detailed and verified data on the samples, catch and bycatch of any marine organisms that occurred in the course of conducting the activities, in accordance with agreed formats and procedures.

5. The Meeting of Parties may, when considering specific conservation and management measures, include application to relevant  activities of fisheries research vessels.

� Party means participant in the negotiation of interim measures and a binding agreement.





